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The Attributes of God 
· A.W. Tozer 
  “What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important think about us.” 
What does Tozer mean?  Why is it important? 
· A.W. Tozer 
  “Man’s spiritual history will positively demonstrate that no religion has ever been greater than its idea of God.  Worship is pure or base as the worshipper entertains high or low thoughts of God.” 
What low thoughts of God are prevalent in society today?

· Hank Hanegraaff 
  “Virtually every theological heresy begins with a misconception of the nature of God.” 
What misconceptions of God are prevalent in the church today?
It is not enough to follow “god.”  That word has come to mean so many things it actually means very little.  If we just make up our own minds concerning what He is like, then we are just creating an idol in our heads.

· Jesus came to reveal the God of the Bible.  

· God revealed Himself in the Bible  

· The Bible is sufficient.

Any deviation from that insight from Him results in a made-up God.

The Bible tells us to praise God for who he is – but who is he?  Most people focus on who we want God to be and concentrate their praise in those areas, then spend the rest of their prayers asking him for things.
· Two Categories 

Moral Attributes

Outwardly to His Creation

Natural Attributes

Inwardly in Himself

The Attributes of God - Moral

Holy 

Morally Excellent

Perfect

Leviticus 19:2

Isaiah 6:3

Righteous 

Always Does Right

Deuteronomy 32:4

Psalm 119:142 


Just 

Fair in All His Actions

Number 14:18

Psalm 89:14 

Merciful 

Exhibits Active Compassion toward Those Who Offend Him

Psalm 62:12

Psalm 106:44, 45

Long-Suffering 

Righteous Anger is Slow to be Kindled

Numbers 14:18

2 Peter 3:9 

Wise 

Causes Him to Choose Righteous Ends

Isaiah 40:28

Daniel 2:20 

Loving 

Unconditional

Not Based on Worth or Merit

Jeremiah 31:3

Romans 5:8 

Good 

Gives According to His Good Will

2 Chronicles 5:13

Psalm 25:8 

Wrathful 

Hatred for All Unrighteousness

Exodus 34:6, 7

Romans1:18 

Truthful 

Whatever He Says is Truth

Psalm 31:5

Titus 1:2 

Faithful 

Always True to His Promises

Deuteronomy 7:9

2 Timothy 2:13 

Jealous 

Unwilling to Share What is Rightfully His

Exodus 20:5

Nahum 1:2
The Attributes of God - Natural

Omniscient 

Knows Everything

Psalm 139:1-6 

Omnipotent 

Has All Power

Jeremiah 32:17

Job 42:2

Numbers 11:23 

Omnipresent
 

Present Everywhere

All of God

All of the time

Psalm 139:7

Proverbs 15:3

Jeremiah 23:23

Eternal 

No Beginning or End

Not Confined to Time

Psalm 90:2

Jude 25

Revelation 4:8-10 

Immutable 

God Never Changes

Malachi 3:6

Hebrews 13:8

James 1:17

Sovereign 

In Total Control

Totally Supreme

Psalm 135:6

Psalm 46:9-11

Romans 9:14-16

This is the attribute that sets God apart from all other created beings, and refers to His majesty and His perfect moral purity. There is absolutely no sin or evil thought in God at all. His holiness is the definition of that which is pure and righteous in all the universe. 





The Bible says that God is just, but it is His character that defines what being just really is. He does not conform to some outside criteria. Being just brings moral equity to everyone. When there are evil acts, justice demands there be a penalty. Because of His love, God paid the penalty for our evil deeds by going to the cross Himself. His justice needed to be satisfied, but He took care of it for all who will believe in Jesus. 





Mercy is the attribute of God which disposes Him to be actively compassionate.  Since God’s justice is satisfied in Jesus, He is free to show mercy to all those who have chosen to follow Him. It will never end since it is a part of God’s nature. Mercy is the way He desires to relate to mankind, and He does so unless the person chooses to despise or ignore God at which time His justice becomes the prominent attribute. 





“Wisdom is the ability to devise perfect ends and to achieve these ends by the most perfect means.” In other words, God makes no mistakes. He is the Father who truly knows best, as Paul explains in Romans 11:33: “Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How impossible it is for us to understand His decisions and His ways!” 





The well-being of His creation is His primary concern





“God possesses perfect knowledge and therefore has no need to learn. God has never learned and cannot learn.” Omniscience means all-knowing. God knows everything, and His knowledge is infinite. It is impossible to hide anything from God. 





Literally this word means all-powerful. Since God is infinite and since He possesses power, He possesses infinite power. He does allow His creatures to have some power, but this in no way diminishes His own. “He expends no energy that must be replenished.”





This truth is taught throughout the Bible as the phrase “I am with you always” is repeated 22 times in both the Old and New Testaments.





This is “the attribute by which He rules His entire creation.” It is the application of His other attributes of being all-knowing and all-powerful. It makes Him absolutely free to do what He knows to be best. God is in control of everything that happens. Man still has a free will, and is responsible for his choices in life. 





God always has been and will forever be, because God dwells in eternity. Time is His creation. It is why God can see the end from the beginning, and why He is never surprised by anything. If He were not eternal, God’s promise of eternal life for those who follow Jesus would have little value. �








