Origins -1

The Sovereignty of God
First, a few general observations about sovereignty:  Nowhere does the Bible minimize, qualify or obfuscate God’s sovereignty.  He’s not just a little bit sovereign.

Sovereignty vs. Providence 
Sovereignty = Supreme and Independent Power and Authority Defines His right to act
Providence = Directs the Affairs of the Universe 
Describes the actions He takes
Providence of God is Demonstrated in:

· Preserving His Creatures

· Providing for them

· Prospering  & Leading Believers

· Bringing His words to pass

· Ordering the lives of men

· Determining the times we live in

· Overruling wicked designs for good

· Preserving the course of nature

· Directing all events

· Ruling the elements

· Ordering smallest details

Why Abraham? Genesis 12:1 - Why?  What did he do?  What was so great about Abram that God made him this promise?
And here’s another question:
Why you and me? Why are we saved and others are not?  What did we do?  Why are you saved?  What did you do?
Two Views - Calvinist vs. Armenian 
We can’t take the time to do an exhaustive study, but only enough to hopefully make you very uncomfortable.  

We’re going to take a look at only a few scriptures that each side of this debate use to defend their positions, then I’ll tell you the uncomfortable conclusion I’ve come to work with in my life, and we’ll move on in Genesis with what information we have.

Chosen by God - The Calvinist View
No doctrine is more despised by the natural mind than the truth that God is absolutely sovereign. Human pride loathes the suggestion that God orders everything, controls everything, rules over everything. The carnal mind, burning with enmity against God, abhors the biblical teaching that nothing comes to pass except according to His eternal decrees. Most of all, the flesh hates the notion that salvation is entirely God’s work. If God chose who would be saved, and if His choice was settled before the foundation of the world, then believers deserve no credit for their salvation.   – John MacArthur
Now, MacArthur is a Calvinist, so you know where he’s coming from.  But there are points he makes that stand true no matter which side of the argument you are on.
John 6:37 

“All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. 

John 6:44 

“No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day. 

John 6:65 

And (Jesus) was saying, “For this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted him from the Father.” 

Why Jacob?   The twin brother of Esau, Jacob was the second born but was chosen by God in preference over his barely older brother.  What we read here can be very disturbing to some.  Paul talks about the implications of that, starting in verse 9 (read through 24).
Romans 9 
Free to Choose - The Armenian View

Ephesians 1:13 

In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 

1 Timothy 2:3-6 

This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men 

2 Peter 3:9 

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

1 John 2:2 

He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 

Revelation 22:17 

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life. 

Romans 1:20 

For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 

There is a great tension here.  There is truth in all of this, and the answer isn’t found in taking a position and twisting scripture to fit.  We have to accept the tension and trust God.

My very uneasy working position is this: Based on Romans 1:20 and other scripture, we have both adequate revelation and ultimate responsibility.  I do believe salvation is 100% an act of God, and that no one can be saved unless He draws us first, scripture is clear.

However, I believe that He responds to the response of our hearts when we see the revelation and believe, even if we yet don’t know who or what to believe in.  
I believe it is then that God draws us to Him and grants us to Christ.  This is why I believe testimony of those who’ve seen visions of Christ who’ve told them “I’m the one you are seeking.”

But my hesitation here is Romans 9.  God clearly is at work in some mysterious way in choosing even before we are born.  This is hard to accept, which is why I choose the tension of the scriptures that seem to tell us both is true, rather than firmly putting myself in either camp. 
This is why we spent a few weeks just looking at who God is.  Our journey through Genesis is going to force us to be uncomfortable with God in some of these areas, and I hope it drive you into the word and into some commentaries and onto your knees.  If you aren’t struggling with this you aren’t paying attention! 
