Origins 6

Walking with God

Walking with God - Genesis 5 
The question that came up at the end of last week’s class is appropriate to answer this week.  There are actually two questios that fit together quite well: 

Two Questions

Where did Cain get his wife?

Did men really live hundreds of years? 
We saw that in spite of his terrible sin, God blessed Cain with a city, a wife and children.  The first question is, where did Cain get his wife? 

Cain’s Wife 
Cain’s wife was likely a sister or niece.  Obviously, even if she was a niece, somebody had to marry his sister.

Some hold that there were other people created that are not accounted for in scripture – that Adam and Eve, the first created humans, were the test subjects for obedience, and when they were banished from the garden they went to live among other men and women created by God.  Acts 17:26 puts that theory to rest.
From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.  Acts 17:26
The consequences of the fall came gradually.  Genetic imperfections accumulated increasingly over time.  There was no prohibition against incest in the earliest stages of human civilization.  The Levitical law against incestuous relationships (Leviticus 18) was given by God hundreds of years after Cain in the time of Moses.  Family relationships were preserved and birth defects prevented.

“As old as

Methusaleh” 


Altogether, Methuselah lived 969 years, and then he died. 

Genesis 5:27 

The second question is regarding age.

Genetic imperfections were gradual in more ways than one.  Men lived long and fathered children into incredibly advanced years as well.  There is some speculation that most men had an average lifespan of 120 years, something not necessarily remarkable considering how modern medicine is making 100 year-olds fairly commonplace today.  Those who hold to this say that Genesis chapter 5 shows either:

· 10 remarkable exceptions, or 

· The lengths of family dynasties rather than the actual ages of the men.

The wording seems too precise (verse 32) to make the dynasty theory work, but it’s possible.

A Long Genealogy 

Genesis 5-11
Genesis 5-11 is written with a consistent flow showing the genealogy from Adam to Abram, breaking to explain a couple of significant events.

Enoch’s non-death is the first break, then Noah and the ark.  After describing the nations that came from the sons of Noah, the more focused genealogy picks up again in chapter 11.

Notice a difference between Genesis 5 and where the genealogy picks back up in chapter 11.  The emphasis in Chapter 6 at the end of each man’s life is that he died.  That detail is missing in chapter 11.  The reason is to highlight the notable exception of Enoch.  Genesis 5:18-24

Walked with God… 

Enoch (5:24) 

Noah (6:9) 

Abraham (17:1, 24:40) 

Isaac (48:15) 

Four men are said to have walked with God in Genesis.  

The same explanation for Enoch’s rescue from death is made for the basis of Noah’s rescue from death in the Flood.  They walked with God.  

Note that other than Enoch we know these to be severely flawed men.  With that being the case, what do you think it means to be a man who walks with God, and how can we do that ourselves?  

The Bible’s answer is in Hebrews 11 - Faith

Walking by Faith 

Hebrews 11

They were commended for being sure of what they hoped for, and certain of what they did not see. 
Walking with God entails a life of faith.  We get some illumination in Hebrews into what made these flawed men great in the eyes of God.
They lived the Hebrews 11 definition of faith.  They were commended for being sure of what they hoped for, and certain of what they did not see.  Possibly most notable is that the subject of their hope was the promises of God – not their own agendas.
So, let’s examine what Hebrews 11 tells us about the men who walked with God. 

Hebrews 11:5 

Believed God exists

Believed God rewards those who earnestly seek Him
It seems simplistic to commend Enoch for believing God exists – or does it?  
The reward Enoch believed God for was forgiveness and righteousness.  
Are those the promises of God we hold most dear, or are their more material things we tend to count upon? 

Hebrews 11:7 

Believed when warned about things not seen

Obeyed out of holy fear

Condemned the world

Hebrews 11:8 

Followed, not knowing the destination

Content to live as a stranger

Considered God faithful in the face of the “impossible”

Offered back to God all he had been blessed with. 
What unseen things are we warned about that we need to believe God concerning?
Does obedience out of holy fear convey weakness?
What does it mean that Noah condemned the world?  In 2 Peter Noah was called a preacher of righteousness – he warned people of the coming judgment. 

Hebrews 11:20 

Fully trusted God with the future of his children

Shared that vision of hope with them.  


“The Blessing” 
· Have you had the experience of following God to an unknown destination?

· Do we put enough emphasis on living our time on earth as strangers, or do we struggle more to fit in?

· Any time we live in fear, we fail here.

· Does it all belong to God?  

Walking with God 

At a price…

Hebrews 11:32-39 
Hebrews 11 presents many more whose faith held them up in troubling times.  Look at how it concludes here.

Possibly the greatest thing we can carry away from this is to learn to live like we truly believe the promise of eternity with Christ.

